East Asia / Pacific Fall 2006 Conference Regional Meeting Summary

The summary below documents the discussions that took place between representatives from Japan and Thailand at the GLOBE Annual Conference in Prague, Czech Republic on 31 July - 5 August, 2005.
What are the benefits of Regionalization?

· Sharing of resources/information/scientists

· Sustainability of GLOBE in Asia

· Meet the specific demands of countries in the region

· Opportunity to work together/Inspiring students

· Snowball effect – gather momentum through regional/international cooperation

· Understanding common environmental issues in Asia (tsunami, coral reef, sea coast, El Niño, Storm tracking, International Watershed Studies (e.g. Mekong River Basin)

· Cultural Understanding through Student Exchange/Collaborative research projects/GLE

· Increased capacity for fundraising – ( larger, more organized bodies can approach organizations such as ASEAN, UNESCO, APEC (Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation Council)

· Increased Capacity Building for Professional Development

What is the status of Asia’s Regionalization efforts?

· Discussions initiated in early 2005

· No Regional Constitution in existence

· A GLOBE consortium can develop from pre-existing networks within Asia (e.g. ASEAN, UNESCO, SEAMEO (SouthEast Asian Mathematics Education Organization?),  SEARCA (SE Asian Research in Agricultural…. )

Would it be beneficial to have your own Regional Web site?

· YES

· Thailand in discussions with GLOBE about hosting a GLOBE Mirror Site

· Purpose: Supporting local projects, posting information, student investigations, translations, activities, etc. 

· Communication with countries in Asia

What are your challenges to promoting Regional Activities?

· Political issues

· Additional resources necessary to develop the Consortium

· Geography? – Large land area to cover

· Culture and Language (Challenges with the English language)

· Differences in SES (Socio-economic standards) –

· Differences in Educational/Scientific levels/skills

· Differences in IT (Infrastructure inequities)

· Scientific network lacking

How can we further develop Regional GLOBE Learning Communities?

Regional scientists, regional science themes, businesses, etc. 

· Thailand’s experience with GLCs can be replicated in other countries as a way to support the development of other GLOBE countries in the region

· Expanding similar projects to neighboring countries (e.g. Thai Royal Development Project expanded to Lao PDR and Cambodia)

· Video Conferencing in the field to share data

What Regional Funding Opportunities are available?

· ADB (Asian Development Bank)

· World Bank

· Thai Government Royal Development Project

· Mekong River Commission

· Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

· UNESCO

· SARC (Southeast Asian Research Center)

· JFIT (Japanese Fund in Trust)

· UNEP (United Nations Environment Program)

· USAID

· UNDP (United Nations Development Program)

· TRF (Thailand Research Fund)

· AIS (Advanced Information Service)

· Indian Organizations???

· Multinational Corporations  (Coca Cola, Sony, Toyota, UNOCAL, Sumitomo Fund, INTEL, SIEMENS, CementThai, Microsoft Thailand/USA, Hewlett Packard, SAMSUNG, Lucky Goldstar, ESRI Thailand, Texas Instruments) 

· Environmental Organizations in Asia.

· Forestry Suppliers/ Carolina Biological
· Academic Societies in each country… (Applied Ecology and Engineering, )

How can the GLOBE Program Office promote your efforts?

· Resource Person (Regional Desk Officer)

· Technical Support

· Morale Support

· NGG support  (Connect Local Scientists to the IESSPs) 

· Translation support

· Coordination

· Providing Letters of Support

· Connecting Donors to Asian Partners

Steps for Developing a Regional Consortium

1) Develop Draft Constitution

2) This will guide steps for the future development

3) Distribute for review and suggestions from the other GLOBE Asia and Pacific Countries

4) Talk to non-participating countries about our plans of developing GLOBE in Asia.  Ask Partners to consider the draft constitution.

The discussions resulted in many good ideas to help guide the future development of Regional Consortium models for Asia and the Pacific. While we might have initiated writing the draft constitution, the group thought it best to postpone the drafting of a constitution because only two partner countries were present. The group opted that Eric Stonebraker, the Regional Desk Officer for East Asia and the Pacific, draft a model constitution based on the experiences of Europe and the Middle East. The draft would then be circulated to the partner countries to gain a more representative feel from all countries in Asia and the Pacific. 

