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GLOBE Tree Reporter Liam Frank Buttigieg, Year 8 Ruby

Gozo College Agius de Soldanis Middle School Victoria 

Unfortunately,
due to climate

change trees are
on the decrease. 

I need water, good
air, light and

sunlight to grow up
and survive. 

I give you oxygen
and absorb

cardon dioxide. 

give you shade and
a resting place for

birds. 

During warm days, I 
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Good morning tree. Thank you for accepting to take part in this interview.

Carob Tree: You’re welcome. I’m happy that you are here in Lunzjata Valley, and I feel honored to be part of this interview. 

Q. What kind of tree are you?

A. I am a carob tree, and I make fruit that looks like pods.

Q. What is your fruit used for?

A. The carob fruit is food for the animals and is also used in medicines.

Q. That’s interesting. Do many people come to harvest fruit for your leaves?

A. Of course! Many come to harvest the carob fruit because Maltese and Gozitans use them to make a syrup called ‘Gulepp’.

Q. What does it taste like and what is it used for?

A. The ‘Gulepp’ is very sweet and is used as a natural remedy for cough.

Q. May I ask you how old you are?

A. I am old indeed! I am more than 460 years old.

Q. That is incredible! What is the most precious memory you have?

A. This is a tough one, but I would say that my most precious memory is when the knights of St John and the courageous people of Malta 
and Gozo defeated the Ottoman Empire during the Great Siege of Malta in 1565. 

Q. It is extraordinary that you have witnessed this significant part in the Maltese history. One last question – What advice would you give 
to the people of Malta and Gozo? 

A. My advice would be to plant more trees and be kind to trees. I have witnessed extensive changes over the years, but not for the better. 
Remember that trees clean the air and produce oxygen. We are life! 

 

GLOBE Tree Reporter Pedro Cardona, Year 6 Roses

Gozo College Zebbug Primary School 7



Q. What type of tree are you?

A. I am an olive tree.
Q. How long have you been rooted?

A. I have been here 140 years.

Q. Wow that is a long! How do you feel about being here for 140 years?

A. I feel very tired, but I still feel active.

Q. When do people come pick your olives?

A. They come to pick my olives in September and October.

Q. What do they do with it?
A. They take it to a place where they squeeze the olives into oil.

Q. Do you have any friends?

A. Yes, I have two friends. I have an apple tree and an oak tree.

Q. Do you have any birds living on you?

A. Yes, I have two bird nests and the nests have a family of four each.

GLOBE Tree Reporter Marie Dimech, Year 6 Roses

Gozo College Zebbug Primary School 8
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The Sandarac Gum Tree
Tetraclinis articulata

G o z o  C o l l e g e  G o z o  C o l l e g e  Ġ u ż é  A q u i l i n a
S a n n a t  P r i m a r y  &  S p e c i a l  U n i t
Y e a r  6 . 1

General 
Information

Description
Sandarac gum tree can grow up to
15m in height and is evergreen.
The leaves are elongated and
scale-like and have a light, fruity,
balsamic, frankincense-like
fragrance. The tree bears both
female and male cones. The
female cones are woody and
around 15mm long. Male cones are
much smaller. The female cones
contain small winged seeds, a
feature that aids in their dispersal.

sites.

Our National Tree 
The sandarac gum tree is
known locally as “is-Siġra
tal-Għargħar”. It was
listed as a threatened
species in 1989 and
crowned as the National
Tree of Malta in 1992. It
prefers to grow in maquis
(sloping, rocky areas). The
oldest tree in Malta is over
300 years old.

The sandarac gum tree is native to the Maltese islands, Spain and North
Africa. It is now restricted to a few sites and is quite rare in Malta. The Gozo
College Ġużé Aquilina Sannat Primary & Special Unit is one of these
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T h e  M a g a z i n e  w a s  c r e a t e d  a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  G L O E  E u r o p e  a n d
E u r a s i a  T r e e  R e p o r t e r s  C h a l l e n g e  2 0 2 4 .  

S p e c i a l  T h a n k s  t o  a l l  G L O B E  T r e e  R e p o r t e r s  f o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g
t h e i r  T r e e  I n t e r v i e w s .
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